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1 TRE Ss. v. 13. 


——To efteem them very highly in Love 
for their Work's ſake. — 


HE common Principles of 
Jialiice requiring us to give 
r all men their due; and 
So g 5 conſequently that Propor- 
— tion of Reſpect which be- 
longs to their ſeveral Stations and Deſerv- 
ings ; it cant be thought unreaſonable 
in St. Paul, who has taken ſuch care of 
every Man's Rights, to aſſign a ſuitable Re- 
gard to the Preachers and Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. And accordingly he propoſeth the 
Duty under the Form of a Requeſt, in the 
moſt tender yet earneſt manner, with the 
moſt affectionate Addreſs and endearing 
Compellation ; Ye beſeech you, brethren, to 
know them which labour among you, and 


are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh 
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you; ſtand charg'd with the laborious 
Truſt of preſiding over and directing your 
ſpiritual Concerns, for your due Inſtruction 
and Admonition : and to mo” them, to 
eſteem highly, and very highly; not without 
real and ſenſible effects, in love; and that on 
a juſt account, for their work's ſake: partly 
from the nature of the Office, and much 
more for the faithful Diſcharge of it. 
Ap becauſe the Regard owing to ſpi- 
ritual Teachers is laid in the York, twill 
be proper to begin there, and form an Eſti- 
mate thereof from its Weceſ/ity, Importance, 
and Difficulty. 

Tur Meceſſuy of the Work can't fairly 
be queſtion d by any, that conſider the ge- 
neral ſtate of Mankind as concern'd in the 
Call of the Gy/pel. For tho' the Bible, the 
Rule and Standard of Truth and Duty, 
Tyes open to all, freely admitting, and 
cordially inviting our Inſpection: yet alas! 
What from a lowneſs of Education and 
Underftanding in ſome, which in a great 
meaſure incapacitates them from taking 
the Senſe of the Scriptures ; ----What from 
Prepoſſeſſion, and a Perverſeneſs of Will in 


others, 
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others, which too effectually engage them 
to wreſt, or to deny them; What from 
the Temptations, Appetites and Paſſions of 
a third ſort, which hurry them on to tranſ- 
greſs and diſobey them; — What again 
from an indolent, ſauntring, unthinking 
Diſpoſition in a fourth ſort, which ſuffers 
them not to examine and conſider them; 
What, laſtly, from the ſecular Vocati- 
ons and Employments of the Generality, 
which deprives them of leifure thoroughly 
to ſearch and ſtudy them; Hence not 
merely the Uſefulneſs, but Meceſſity, of the 
Paſtoral Office, is abundantly manifeſt ; 


of a ſtated Order of Men, whoſe Profeſſi- 


on and Studies ſhould qualify them for 
Doctrine, for Correction, for Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs. And the Exigency muſt 
continue, as long as there are any fuch 
things as Ignorance, Prejudice, Vice, Idle- 
neſs or Buſineſs, in the World. 

Nox will the Importance of the Work 
appear leſs evident than the Meceſſicy, if we 
conſider but its End and Deſign, the Sal- 
vation of Souls; the Value whereof exceeds 
all Eſtimation, and the loſs is capable of no 
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equivalent. Be but ſerious and ſedate for 
a minute; and you will allow nothing 
within the Compaſs of all Nature to be of 
equal Concernment; that the moſt indefa- 
tigable Care for the temporal Proſperity 
of Families, Cities, Kingdoms, is of infi- 
nitely inferiour moment. Suppoſe only (and 
what Suppoſition can be more reaſonable ? 
that there is a God, and a future State, that 
we have each a Soul, are rational and ac- 
countable Creatures; and the one thing im- 
portantly need full comes inſtantly in view; 
and makes all other Cares almoſt dwindle 
into nothing : They fall, and periſh at the 
Preſence of Eternity. 

Bo r if our Work, from its Importance, 
has the Preeminence of Dignity; it has 
likewiſe of Laboriouſneſs and Difficulty : 
And we enter upon a Province, that muſt 
be cultivated with the Sweat of our Brows, 
and permits us not to eat the Bread of Idle- 
neſs. Labour in the Word and Doctrine; 
----God hath laid this Burden upon us; 
and compar'd our Calling to the wilfbme 
Employments of Steward, Shepherd's, 


77 archmen, Husbandmen ; To this we have 
bound 


© the Sons of the Clergy. 9 
bound our Souls by formal, and expreſs 
Engagements: Heaven and Earth demand 
Performance; and we know what depends 
upon our Fidelity. To ſearch, and draw 
every reluctant Soul into, the path of Life, 
and remove all Impediments ſo continual- 
ly, fo induſtriouſly, thrown in the way, 
calls for the Exerciſe of our beſt Faculties 
and Powers, Courage and Conſtancy, In- 
duſtry and Pains. And who that reflects 
upon the Difficulties, that remembers he is 
accountable for Men's Souls, as far as his In- 
Huence is concern'd; that balances the 
Weight of the Charge againſt his own In- 
Pri why can be elated with a Function, 
which of all things in the World ſhould 
make him humble and diffident? Who can 
take it upon him without Fear and Tremb- 
ling; and eſpecially without furniſhing 
himſelf with requiſite | Qa/ifications of 
ſound Doctrine, and exemplary, Behaviour? 
A Tzacnrr without Doctrine is a gla- 
ring Abſurdity : and Doctrine 7/0714 of 
the moſt dangerous conſequence as, tend- 
ing to miſlead Mankind both in Principles 
and Morals ; as what ſubſtitutes our own 
corrupt 
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corrupt Sentiments in the room of ſacred 
Deciſions; and perhaps from the very 
Dignity of our Office, and Reſpect for our 
Perſons, may give a Sanction to Error. 


And therefore the Apoſtle requires of Spi- 


ritual Paftors, chat they be apr, and able, 


to teach; give attendance to reading, 10 


doctrine; and meditate upon theſe things : 


with an eye principally to the Study of 


Scripture; which there is no opening with- 
out the key of knowledge. And not to inſiſt 
rigorouſly upon a critical Skill in the Ori- 
ginal Languages, and abſtruſe Paſſages; 
there is no dealing faithfully with Men $ 


Souls without — the divine 
Origin and Authority of the Scriptures, the 
depe 
Meu, and of both upon natural Conſcience 
and right Reaſon; and eſpecially the Na- 


ndence of the Ola Teftament upon the 


ture and Terms of the Covenant of Grace: 

and all ſolidly, perſpicuouſly, and convinc- 
ingly. But tis impoſſible to impart to o- 
thers what is a Secret to our ſelves. Our 


Explications can be no clearer than our 
Conceptions; nor our Leſſons rife higher 


than our Knowledge ; ; nor Knowledge be 
| acquir' d 
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acquir d without Study and Application. 
The pray men whereof is, that in Pro- 
to our Ignorance, the Flock is in 
the dark; in Proportion to our Error, tis 
miſlead. 

No R again, can we become Maſters of 
our Profeſſion, qualified for the moſt no- 
ble, becauſe moſt uſeful, of all Studies; 
without the Addition of humane Litera- 
ture and Attainments. To ruſh into the 
midſt of Theology (where we have ſo many 
Enemies to encounter) without Learning, 
Languages, Sciences, and an Inſight of An- 
tiquity ; unleſs we have immediate Inſpi- 
ration, is direct Enthufiaſm: And whoever 
thus preſumptuouſly ventures within the 
ſacred Incliſures, incurs the Doom of be- 
ing thruſt through with a dart. In the firſt 
Planters of the Goſpel ſupernatural Infuſion 
more than ſupply'd the Defect of human 
Erudition : But as that gradually ceaſed, 
Providence raiſed up Men of eminent 
Learning and Abilities to eſpouſe the Cauſe 
of Chriſtianity. Nor did Religion fink in- 
to its moſt degenerate State, till Learning 


was eclipſed ; or lift up its Head again, 
till 
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till Learning broke out. And if we expect 


to get ground, or make a Stand, againſt 
Irreligion and Prophaneneſs, We muſt ob- 
ſerve. the ſame Method ; and be prepared 
to defend ourſelves with Argument and 
Reaſon, Antiquity and Scripture. 

And yet with all our Learning, our 
Work is but half done, and our Qualifi- 
cations imperfect, without an exemplary 
Behaviour. Leave out this, and the clear- 
eſt Apprehenſion, the ſoundeſt Judgment, 
the moſt extenſive Knowledge, and deep- 
eſt Learning, will prove unprofitable Ta- 
lents. For Example will pulldown as faſt 
as Precept can build: and the trueſt, the 
beſt rules, be ſuſpected as falſe or worth- 
lefs, which are not applyed to our own. 
Conduct. The Preacher delivers ſound 
Doctrine, and enferecs it in the moſt con- 
vincing and perſuaſive manner; but if 
the Man be bad, he cuts the very Nerves 
and Sinews oft his own Arguments; 
makes them fall languid and feeble upon 
an unattentive, becauſe unfavourable, Au- 
dience; who, knowing the manner of his 
Converſation, will be comparing his Lite 

A with 
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with his Doctrine; and throwing back 
into his Face, thou that teacheft another, 
teacheſs thou not thy ſelf ? He only is a 
workman that need not be aſbam d, who 
makes his own Life a Model for common 
Imitation; . whoſe actions are one conti- 
nued Leſſon of Edification. Even with- 
out any eminent Attainments of Learning, 
an unſpotted moral Character can ſcarce 
fail of Influence, towards aſſwaging the 
Madneſſes and Follies of a diſſolute Gene- 
ration. But when a large Compaſs of 
Knowledge is attended with Sanctity of 
Manners ; it comes with a full Stream of 
Evidence, and makes all Oppoſition to 
fall before it. And it 2 come to pafs, 
if men will not believe thee, neither heark- 
en to the voice of the firſt fen; that they 


will hearken to the voice of the latter figne 


Thou haſt ade full proof of thy mini- 


firy; done all in thy power to let no 


man deſpiſe thee ; and deſerv d Reſpect, 
tho thou can'{t not abſolutely command it, 
Tux natural and probable conſequence, 
what may reaſonably be expected from 
the Generoſity of Mankind, what Juſtice, 
C and 
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and Divine Appointment have made a | 
Debt, will be a ſuitable Regard ; to be 
efteem'd very highly in love. The Recom- [3 
pence will follow according to the Work : 1 
and as Ignorance and Vice in thoſe, who 
ought to be Guides and Patterns, will e- 
ver be ground of diſreſpect, and expoſe | 
themſelves, their Order, their Religion, | 
to a contemptuous Treatment; ſo Learn- 
ing and Virtue will attract Eſteem, and 
þ make the garment of holineſs honourable. # 
[ They are qualifications of that venerable 
1 and amiable Nature, that muſt and will 
have their Weight with all equitable Per- 
ſons, and gain upon their good Opinions 
and Affections: which will appear, not 
merely in their ready compliance with our 
legal Dues, but many incidental offices 
of Benevolence and Kindneſs. And if 
they bear a true Love and Regard to ou 
ſelves, they will extend them to our Chil 
dren; whom, next to the Succeſs of our 
Miniſtry, we muſt naturally be concern'd 
for, and deſire they may not languiſh un- 
der Miſery and Neceſſity: but that, when 
the Tree falls, and the Branches are de- 
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priv'd of their natural Aliment; by ſome 
friendly Communication they may continue 
green and flouriſhing. Nor is it any un- 
common thing, with God or Man, to 
transfer the Merits of Parents to their Off- 
ſpring and Poſterity ; for the Fathers to 
be beloved for the Works ſake ; and the 
Children for the Fathers jake. 

Tho by mentioning the requiſite 
Qualifications of a faithful Teacher, I 
may have condemn'd zy ſelf; tis howe- 
ver for my brethren and companions ho- 
nour, the Clergy of this Church ; tor by 
intimating what they ſhould be, I have 
ſhewn what they are; Pillars in the 
Houſe of God, ſupporting it by their Doc- 
trine, and adorning it by their Lives. 
And it there are exceptions to this Cha- 
racter, (and, while Frailty belongs to hu- 
mane Nature, there will be ſome) tis 
owing chiefly, 1 preſume, to the poor- 
neſs of the Maintenance in ſo many 
Cures; and even where the Work is 
greateſt. For tis none of the leaſt Miſ- 


| fortunes of Poverty, that at the ſame 


time it deprives Men of the means of 
C 2 Learning, 
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16 A Sermon preachd before 
Learning, and puſhes them upon Methods 


of Condu unſuitable to the Dignity of 


their Calling. | 

THERE are too, I doubt, exceptions on 
the other fide : Inſtances of ſuch as tra- 
duce and hate our Profeſſion for the very 
Works ſake ; becauſe the Concerns of 
Religion, and the Care of Souls are com- 
mitted to our Truſt : conſequently their 
Defamation and Malevolence riſes in Pro- 
portion to the Fidelity of our Manage- 


ment; and the brighteſt Characters are 


their greateſt Eye-ſore. 


BuT in general, as long as any 


Traces of Piety or Juſtice remain, the 
upright Diſcharge of ſuch a neceſſary, im- 
portant, and difficult Office, will be 


deem'd worthy of Reſpect and Good-will. 
Particularly, as to this annual Proof of 


Love and Encouragement to our Labours, 
we don't, we can't complain: but ac- 
knowledge with all Readineſs, and ac- 
cept with all Thankfulneſs, not only the 
Favours of ROYAL Patronage and 
Bountics, or other DIS TINGU IS H' 
Benefactions; but every free- will Offering 
of 
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of pious Contributors, who have mor left off 


their Kindneſs to the Living and to the 
Dead. 

Ab if a more noble and uſeful Cha- 
rity was never deſign'd, or more faithful- 
ly executed, for the Credit and Intereſt 
of Religion,----If the Clergy never defend- 
ed the common Faith more learnedly and 


judiciouſty againſt the Attacks, the In- 
ſults of Infidelity and Licentiouſneſs; and 


yet never were farther from diſallowing 
all Men's juſt Rights and reaſonable Li- 
berties, or claiming Dominion over their 
Conſciences ; never better underſtood or 
practis d their reſpective Duties to God, the 
King, or their Fel/ow-Chriftians; or ſet 
Examples of a more regular and inoffen- 
five Behaviour ;— If, by the very Na- 
ture of their Profeſſion, they are cut off 
from the gainful Purſuit of //ecu/ar Em- 
ployments; and in many Pariſhes their 


Maintenance is ſcarce Bread for a ſingle 


Perſon, much leſs ſor a Family; and what- 
ever it be, muſt dye with them: — We 
may juſtly hope for the Continuance (per- 


haps I may not ſay Enlargement) of your 


Liberality 
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Liberality towards their 7/idows and Or- 
phans : and with that Complacency and 


Alacrity of Mind, which the Hoice of Me- 


lody inſpires ; which the moſt perfect Va- 


tures feel from every good and generous 


Action; which Religion, whoſe Ways are 


Ways of Pleaſantneſs, diffuſeth over al] 
its Branches; and pouring a dowble portion 


of their Spirit upon Benevolence and 
Love, almoſt conſtraineth us, whether 
we will or no, to be glad to diſtribute, 


and ſhew Mercy with Cheer fulneſs. 
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HAT EVER I may have faid for the 
Support and Dignity of the Clergy; yet as I 
am far from being a Friend to over-grown 

Wealth or Power in them my ſelf, ſo 'tis eaſy to ob- 
viate any Fears or Jealouſies of that Nature in others, 
that may ariſe either from the Corporation of the Sons 
of the Clergy, or that of the Royal Bounty for the Aug- 
mentation of ſmall Livings. 


In the firſt caſe their Vidotos are Laity; their Chil- 


| dren, who are put out Apprentices, are of courſe Laity ; 


their Maſters and Miſtreſſes, who receive the Money, 
Laity ; and what Clergymen contribute, which is no 
{mall ſhare, is ſo much transferr'd from them to the 
Laity. So that here there can be no danger of their 
encrealing Power or Wealth at all. 


AND it will be time enough to conſider the latter 
caſe /ome Centuries bence : as will appear by the follow- 
ing Calculation, drawn up by an accurate Hand, 

*© THE Governors of the Royal Bounty are now em- 
power'd to augment all Livings not exceeding 50 /. 
per annum, And the Number of Livings following 
have been certify*d to be capable of Augmentation, 


r071 Livings not exceeding 10 J. per annum, may be aug- 
mented, with the Bounty only, fix times each, purſuant 126 
to the preſent Rules of the Governors, which will a- 0 
mount to 6426 Augmentations 


1467 Livings above 10, and not exceeding 20 J. per annum, 
may be augmented four times each, Which will make > 5868 
5868 Augmentations. 


1126 Livings above 20, and not exceeding 30 J. per annum, 
may be augmented three times each, Which will make 
3378 Augmentations. 


1049 Living above 30, and not exceeding 40 J. per annum, 
may be augmented twice each, which will make 7005 2098 
Augmentations. 
884 Livings above 40, and not exceeding 50 J. per 8 6 


may be each once augmented, which will make 884 
—  Augmentations. 
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Tus clear Account of the Bounty is computed 
(communibus ants) to make 55 Augmentations year- 
ly: So that, by the Bounty alone, it muſt be 339 
rears, from the Year 1714 (which was the firſt Fear 
in which any Livings were augmented) before all 
the ſmall Livings already certify*d can exceed 50 J. 
per annum. | 


Note, In this Calculation the ſeveral Livings not er- 
ceeding 10 1. per annum, are af eomputed 47 10 /. 
per annum, and ſo on to . 50” which in 
the coutſe of Augmentation H add conſiderably 
to the Number of Tears abe mention'd, before 

the Purpoſe deſigned by the Royal Bounty can be 
compleated: And befides; were ze many more Li- 
vings capable of Augmentatiom, which have not 
yet Veen certify'd. 


Note, 18654 Augmentations being to be made by the 
Bounty alone, before the Livings already certify'd, 
will amount to above go l. per annum each; if it 

be computed that one half of ſuch Augmentations 

may be made in conjunction with Bencfallors, it will 
then require 226 Years before the Livings already 
certify'd will exceed 30 J. per annum.” 
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